
Case Study

Hexicrete™ Pervious Concrete Additive 
Makes Plastic Sheeting a Thing of the Past

The current trend toward  

low-impact development  

and sustainable construction 

is ramping up demand for 

pervious concrete. Peter Frei, 

Construction Project 

Manager of Nova Crete, Inc., 

which specializes in stamped 

concrete and other decorative 

concrete techniques for both 

commercial and residential 

projects in New Jersey,  

New York, Pennsylvania and 

Delaware, had been studying 

pervious concrete for nearly 

eight years, “looking for 

products we could use to 

really stand out in the 

marketplace.” 

About a year ago, Frei read about 
Momentive’s Hexicrete™ PC 350 
Pervious Concrete Additive, which 
created a mix that didn’t need to be 
covered while curing. 

“Cure and walk away—I felt that would 
be a huge benefit and differentiation for 
us,” Frei recalls, “because with plastic,  
if it blows off, the concrete doesn’t cure 
properly and you have to redo or repair 
the whole section.” 

Momentive regional sales manager  
Brad Roderick came out in February  
of 2011 and they placed a test panel  
in front of Frei’s office. “It worked  
exactly as advertised,” Frei recalls.  
After watching this sample for a couple 
of months, Nova Crete decided to try 
the additive out in the field.

The city of West Windsor, New Jersey, 
wanted to build a jogging trail. Denied 
a stormwater permit because of 
watershed considerations, planners  
had to choose a permeable surface. 
Since gravel is not ideal for jogging,  
they decided on pervious concrete. 

In July of 2011, Frei and his team worked 
for six days pouring over 30 yards of 
concrete per day to build a five-foot-wide 
sidewalk several miles long. Unlike the 
test patch, which was placed during 
cool, 40-degree weather, this concrete 
was placed in very hot weather—over 
90 degrees. According to Frei, “the 
concrete performed flawlessly.”

Because of Nova Crete’s success with 
this project, another contractor reached 
out to them for help with a different 
project, the Wigder Chevrolet parking 
lot in Livingston, New Jersey. Here, too, 
local requirements necessitated the use 
of pervious concrete. Frei’s team poured 
almost a hundred yards of Hexicrete  
PC 350-optimized concrete a day.

Frei notes that for this project, even 
though he was working with a different 
ready-mix supplier, the results were  
still excellent.

Again, normally he’d have to keep the 
plastic on for seven days, sending team 
members over daily to check the plastic, 
worrying all the time until the concrete 
was cured. If the plastic came off, whole 
areas might fail and need to be replaced, 
wasting time and expense. Even if they 
didn’t fail completely, condensation 
under ripples in the plastic could 
cause tiger striping, a cosmetic defect 
requiring staining (more time wasted)  
to make it match the rest of the surface 
to the customer’s satisfaction.

Furthermore, his forms would have been 
kept hostage under the plastic for seven 
days, plastic which he would have had 
to purchase, then throw into a landfill.
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Using the additive is pretty 
straightforward, according to Frei.  
For every yard of concrete, he puts the 
required dosage of additive into the 
mix. Ultimately, the additive saves on 
manpower. Though he sent one extra 
person to the mix plant to supervise 
adding the Hexicrete PC 350, he lost 
two guys in the field because he didn’t 
need them to place the plastic.

“Using Momentive’s product helps 
deliver on our guarantee of customer 
satisfaction,” says Frei. Eliminating 
plastic covering helps eliminate liability. 

“And this way,” he says, “when we 
complete the job—finish the screed—
the very next day I can go inspect the 
concrete, do a water test, and walk 
away with a check.” 

For more information contact 
Chempoint at: 
+1 425 372 9086 or +1 425 378 8600 

Or visit us at: 
momentive.com/hexicrete


